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Dear participants of the Rural Tourism Festival-Forum:

rural tourism is an important part of the tourist sector in Europe, representing
about 15% of its capacity. Since the first formal organisation was created
almost sixty years ago, this activity has also generated big positive impacts
for the diversification of rural economy and society.

Rural tourism has become attractive for more and more people in Europe,
because it offers all elements that modern urban civilization and values are
searching for: personal atmosphere, authentic experiences, impressive
cultural and human heritage, contact with nature, space for any kind of
activities, and tasty local food.  The increasing wealth in your country will also
play its role in this respect, and you will find that rural tourism serves as a
perfect bridge between the urban and rural population. 

What are the key issues for rural tourism to be successful? In our view,
everything starts locally, with people building up synergies among themselves
in order to manage and promote their destination as a whole. However hard
and difficult life may sometimes be for rural habitants: you can be proud of the
privilege to live where others only can spend a holiday.

The next important aspect is a good image that is actively promoted to the
customer. In this respect infrastructure, surrounding, and the quality of rural
tourism installations and services are essential.  EuroGites has been working
strongly on this by approving international quality assessment criteria in the
year 2005.  

A sustainable development of quality rural tourism is therefore both beneficial
to the rural areas and their visitors. The receiving destinations profit from
economic activity diversification and from the overall revival of rural areas.
The visitors can enjoy the life at the countryside, and are getting in touch with
cultural and natural heritage of their origins.

Unfortunately we will not be able to be personally attending your event, which
we are sure will signal a big step forward for rural tourism in the Russian
Federation.  However, you may count on the full support by  EuroGites, the
European professional organisation in rural tourism, for any cooperation that
you may deem convenient in the future.

Yours, sincerely

Vittoria Brancaccio Klaus Ehrlich
President Secretary General


